
 

HOT Poinsettia Shipping Weeks Ahead!  

As is the case each year, poinsettia season is going to require some due 

diligence from a receiving standpoint. This is going to be exacerbated by a heat 

wave hitting much of North America in the coming week. You and your team 

will need to brush up on your rehydration protocols, because some of your 

cuttings will be coming in hot after sitting in transit longer than you’d like.  

Here are some things to consider:  

• Sticking hot or severely wilted URCs without rehydration and cooling 
measures is a bad plan. They will not root well or could possibly die from 
Erwinia. This is well known and well documented.  

• Severely wilted URC will usually bounce back and perform well IF you place 
them in a cooler to eliminate heat and wilting. Four hours is minimum and 
overnight is best.  

• Temperature of the ice and stems of URCs in the middle (versus the outside 
edge) of the shipping box can predict rooting performance.  

• So ... Use an infrared thermometer to measure the stem. Don’t measure 
through the plastic bag because the IR temp gives you the temperature of 
the plastic, not the stem.  

Because this is such a critical topic, especially this season, the Tech On Demand 
team has posted a GUIDELINES DOCUMENT with a chart showing how to 
handle cuttings (also on the following page) that have experienced various 
levels of heat stress, as well as how to visually assess turgidity. There’s also a 
VIDEO that covers how to handle hot poinsettia cuttings. We encourage you to 
share and go over all of these resources with your poinsettia production team 
ASAP.  

 

https://ballseed.com/documents/Poinsettia-URC-Shipping-Performance-ActionGuide.pdf
https://youtu.be/JOyS-h-ri0A
https://youtu.be/JOyS-h-ri0A


 

 


